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Friday 20th March 2026 

 
Dance Club: 

Just to remind parent/carers that now the Dance Showcase has taken place, Dance Club on a Monday has now 

finished. 

 

Scunthorpe Concert Band and Bottesford Junior School Choir Evening*changes*: 
Following the success of our last three concerts, the Scunthorpe Concert Band will once again perform a joint 
concert with our wonderful Bottesford Junior School Choir. The concert will begin at 7:00 pm on Thursday, 
30th April (previously 26th March), in the Infant school hall (previously Junior school hall) and will conclude at 
approximately 8:15 pm. The performance will feature a selection of choir songs from our recent Young Voices 
Concert at Sheffield Arena, alongside music from the Scunthorpe Concert Band. We would love to see all 
members of the choir in attendance, wearing their Young Voices clothing (if possible) from that memorable 
evening in Sheffield (or a plain white t shirt with school uniform). Due to limited space in the hall, we will 
initially only be able to offer tickets to parents and guardians of choir members, with a maximum of two tickets 
per child (available to book on parent pay).  The event will be free of charge, but tickets will be issued to 
parents/carers to ensure we adhere to safety guidelines. As with previous concerts, we will hold a voluntary 
collection for Lindsey Lodge Hospice, a charity close to our hearts, at the end of the evening. We kindly request 
that your child arrives at school by 6:45 pm to allow enough time for them to be grouped accordingly before 
the doors open to parents/carers at 6:55 pm. Please note that, in accordance with safety procedures regarding 
the number of people allowed in the school building at any given time, you must bring your ticket for entry. 
 

Easter Fuelled: 
There are some amazing free Easter holiday activity days available for pupils who are in receipt of pupil 
premium. From sports and crafts, to outdoor fun and horse riding. Please take a look by following the link 
below: 
 
https://click.notifications.northlincs.gov.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6Ijk2YTdkNDI5LWIxNWItNDY2NC04NTkzLTU4YmQ
xZDFhYTYzMyIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiQkowU1E0YVFRT3JFNDYyazVlRnFhUT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6Ik
5zQXdQLzdLSGJ1QlBtZzFaQUhIbXFWRlBmakQ3R1RFVUdGOFVpaUQxN29vMiszZlVWQytlSmJXdUtNMTQwWUV
5bFBNSWpUOWpYaERPMnNKNmp1QWd0TGFTSGQxQkowU1E0YVFRT3JFNDYyazVlRnFhUT09IiwiYXV0aFRhZyI
6Ii9ZMTRRenRyQ2VvN2dJTFMya2gzZFE9PSJ9 
 
Bookings open on Tuesday 24th March at 8am 
 
Do you think you may be eligible for pupil premium but are not currently in receipt of this? This is the criteria: 

 Universal Credit - your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including 
any benefits you get) 

 Income Support 
 Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 

  

https://click.notifications.northlincs.gov.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6Ijk2YTdkNDI5LWIxNWItNDY2NC04NTkzLTU4YmQxZDFhYTYzMyIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiQkowU1E0YVFRT3JFNDYyazVlRnFhUT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6Ik5zQXdQLzdLSGJ1QlBtZzFaQUhIbXFWRlBmakQ3R1RFVUdGOFVpaUQxN29vMiszZlVWQytlSmJXdUtNMTQwWUV5bFBNSWpUOWpYaERPMnNKNmp1QWd0TGFTSGQxQkowU1E0YVFRT3JFNDYyazVlRnFhUT09IiwiYXV0aFRhZyI6Ii9ZMTRRenRyQ2VvN2dJTFMya2gzZFE9PSJ9
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 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 The guaranteed element of state Pension Credit 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income of no more £16,190) 
 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

Children who get paid these benefits directly can also get free school meals. Please 
apply https://www.northlincs.gov.uk/schools-libraries-and-learning/school-food-and-free-school-meals/  

 
Junior Park Run: 
Our big Junior Parkrun Bottesford Infants meet up takes place on Sunday 22nd March at 9am. If you are joining 

us and have not yet registered, please go to this 

website: https://www.parkrun.org.uk/brumbywoodrecground-juniors/ 

Please park in the Central Park car park before walking up to Brumby Wood Rec Ground. If you use 
'what3words', it can be found by using the words: short.notes.adopt 
We will meet near the start which is shown on the map below: 

 

 

 
 

 We cannot wait to see as many of you as possible then!  

 

Easter Non Uniform & Raffle:  
We will be holding a non-uniform day on Monday 23rd March 2026. Children are invited to come to school in 
their own clothes in exchange for a donation for our Easter Raffle (for example: Easter eggs, chocolate and 
treats).  
The Easter Raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 1st April.  
Raffle tickets will be available to purchase from Monday 23rd March to 12:00pm Tuesday 31st March via 

ParentPay. Alternatively, a member of staff will be on the Junior playground most mornings selling tickets 

(cash only).  

 Tickets will be £1 per strip.  
 
 
WhatsApp Now Allows Under 13's 

WhatsApp has been a significant concern for many schools, particularly chat groups where predominantly low 

level issues suddenly escalate. Last week, in another completely unexpected move, WhatsApp announced that 

children under 13 can now use WhatsApp via 'Parent-Managed Accounts'.  

 

https://www.northlincs.gov.uk/schools-libraries-and-learning/school-food-and-free-school-meals/
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/brumbywoodrecground-juniors/


Essentially these are accounts set up by the parent on the child's device, but managed from the parents device. 

As well as no access to AI within WhatsApp and no ads there are parent management features which include: 

 

 Contact management - parents can choose who can contact their child and which chat groups they can 
join. Children cannot join groups without parents approval. Messages from unknown contacts are sent 
to the parent first for approval. 

 Activity notifications - parents can view their child's activity such as when a child adds a new contact or 
if disappearing messages are turned on. Parents will also be notified if their child blocks or reports a contact. 

 Link- https://blog.whatsapp.com/introducing-parent-managed-accounts-on-whatsapp 

 Link - https://faq.whatsapp.com/875902238256170/?cms_platform=android 

 Parent Pitstop Lending Library 

Each morning, the lending library trolley will come out with the Pitstop team, giving you the chance to borrow 
a book. It’s very simple to use—just sign the clipboard sign-out sheet when you borrow a book and tick it again 
when you return it. We have a wide range of books available, covering topics from e-safety and wellbeing to 
learning support and growing up.  We have attached a catalogue of all the books that are available to 
borrow.  We hope you find this new resource helpful and enjoyable. 
 
PE kits 
With the cold weather firming with us, we’d like to reassure parents that we do our best to keep children 
comfortable and happy during PE lessons. Children are very welcome to wear thermal layers under their PE 
kits, and for outdoor sessions they may also wear hats and gloves. Our PE team often take children onto the 
field for Rugby and Football, and at this time of year the grass can sometimes be damp or wet. To help with 
this, we kindly encourage children to bring a spare pair of socks so they can change into dry ones if needed. We 
are also more than happy for children to bring their school shoes in their bags to change into after PE when the 
ground is particularly wet. 
 
Water bottles 
Can we please remind parents/carers to provide their child with a water bottle for School.   

 

Parking:  
We kindly ask that extra care is taken when dropping off and collecting children via the rear car park. We have 
received reports of instances where people are parking in areas which are not designated parking spaces, cars 
are being damaged and where children have narrowly avoided being hit by cars.  
Please see the attached photos below which identify areas which are not designated parking spaces. We ask 
that you do not park in these areas as this causes significant safety issues. By parking in these areas it can 
cause cars to drive over pedestrian walkways and cause additional difficulties for cars to enter/exit the car park 
safely. 
 

 
 
We ask that this message is shared with anyone who may also use the car park for dropping off/collecting from 
school such as Grandparents, Aunties and Uncles. In addition to this we advise that any children using 

https://blog.whatsapp.com/introducing-parent-managed-accounts-on-whatsapp
https://faq.whatsapp.com/875902238256170/?cms_platform=android


scooters/bikes dismount before entering the car park and walk these into the school grounds and store them 
in the correct areas.  
Alternatively, why not leave the car at home. On the fine spring mornings it would be a lovely, healthy way to 
start the day. 
 
Year 5 letter from Caistor Grammar School 
Please see letter at the bottom of the newsletter from Caistor Grammar regarding the 11+ tests. 
 
St Hugh’s School 
Please see letter at the bottom of the newsletter from St Hugh’s School regarding a transition event on 
Thursday 23rd April. 
 
Year 4 Multiplication parent workshop: 
We will be welcoming Year 4 parents into school on Tuesday, 31st March at 2:30 pm to discuss the National 
Multiplication Tables Check. This workshop will serve to articulate our expectations for Year 4 pupils and to equip 
you with strategies to provide meaningful support at home. The session will include a demonstration of Times 
Tables Rock Stars (TTRS), followed by an opportunity for parents to access TTRS alongside their child and to 
participate in additional multiplication-based activities within the Year 4 classrooms. 
  
Please note all year 4 pupils need to carry out the national check during the week of 1st June. It is very important 
that no holidays are booked that week. Thank you 
  
Jewellery: 
Rings, necklaces, bracelets and earrings are a hazard in school: 
  
● Wearing of jewellery can result in tearing or piercing of flesh;  
● There is a potential for injury to the wearer due to inadvertent contact of jewellery with other people, clothing 
etc;  
● There is a risk to other people especially at playtimes and PE lessons where injury could occur due to contact 
with jewellery worn by another person. 
  
Jewellery may be worn if required for medical reasons, e.g. a medical bracelet. Please can we ask that children 
only wear stud earrings to school (no hoops or dangly earrings) also please could these be removed on PE days 
or your child be provided with plasters to cover these during PE.  
Watches should not be smart watches and not linked to mobile phones. No other bracelets, necklaces or rings 
should be worn. Thank you 
  
Anisa Lewis: 
Please see below some helpful tips from Anisa Lewis, along with details of the next free parenting clinic on power 
struggles. Please note once registered for the clinic, if you can’t attend live a recorded link will be sent to you to 
watch at a convenient time. 
Parenting Tip: Get Curious, Not Reactive 

Before you correct, pause. 
Ask yourself, what is this behaviour really about? 
Curiosity reduces conflict. Reactivity escalates it. 
Parenting Tip: Offer Two Clear Choices 

Power struggles shrink when children feel some control. 
“Shoes on now” becomes 
“Trainers or boots?” 
Choice builds cooperation without giving in. 
Parenting Tip: Drop the Rope 

If it feels like a tug-of-war, stop pulling. 



Calm your tone. Slow your pace. Step back. 
You cannot control your child’s emotions, but you can lead by example after reading the temperature of the 
room. 
Parenting Tip: Connect Before You Correct 

A child who feels heard is more likely to listen. 
Name the feeling first. Hold the boundary second. 

Connection makes boundaries stick. 
 
School Lunches 
Recently, we are seeing an increase of monies owed to school, please can we remind parents to keep a credit 
balance on their parent pay account in order to cover the cost your child’s school meal. Thank you. 
 
Mobile phones/devices:  

We understand that in some cases, it may be necessary for your child to bring a mobile phone to school, for 

example, if they are travelling to and from school independently. However, we have noticed an increasing 

number of pupils bringing their phones to school unnecessarily, without a valid reason. As such, we would 

like to remind all parents and carers that mobile phones should only be brought to school if they are 

absolutely necessary. Pupils who do not have a valid reason to bring a phone to school should leave them at 

home. If your child does need to bring a mobile phone to school, it must be switched off at the school gates 

on Manor Road.  

Unfortunately, we have seen an increase in pupils using their mobiles on the school premises on their way 

in/out of school – this breaches the signed mobile phone agreement.  Can we please ask you to remind the 

children that they must have their phone turned off whilst on the school site.  

By working together, we can ensure that our school remains a safe and focused learning environment, free 

from the distractions and potential issues that can arise from the use of mobile phones.  

 

Clubs – Starting w/c Monday 2nd March -  26th March *please check weekly for exceptions* 

**Sports hall Athletics cancelled for the rest of term** 



 

  

 

 

 

 Attendance:   

All children of primary school age are expected to achieve the government’s national expectation for primary 

schools, which is 96% attendance. The list below shows the approximate attendance figures:   

1 day off in a 6 week period = 96.5% attendance   

2 days off in a 6 week period = 93% attendance   

3 days off in a 6 week period = 90% attendance   

4 days off in a 6 week period = 86.5% attendance   

10 days off in a school year = 85% attendance  

  

We are committed to providing a high-quality education for all of our children. In order for a child to reach 

their full potential, it is essential that their attendance is of a very high level. For this reason, holidays in term 

time are classed as unauthorised. A leave of absence form must be filled in, and returned to the office for all 

term-time leave. Please be aware that the Education Inclusion Service may issue a Penalty Notice or 



prosecution to multiple responsible adults with whom the child resides, regardless of circumstances. The 

Department for Education have updated the guidance related to school attendance which came into effect 

on 19th August 2024:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65f1b048133c22b8eecd38f7/Working_together_to_imp 

rove_school_attendance__applies_from_19_August_2024_.pdf  

  

Community News (All posters below):  

St Hughs School – Transition event 

UNCL – Easter Trail 

Parent Clinic: Power struggles 

N Lincs Active: Junior Gym membership 

John Leggott: Chess Tournament  

Nextgen MCC: Junior Easter Camps 

North Lincs Council: Mini Music Makers 

SCJC – Junior Cooperative Choir 

Directions Dance: Classes available 

North Lincolnshire Council – EA Sports parent info leaflet 

North Lincs Council – Dealing with traumatic and challenging events 

 

Parent/Carer data  

Please remember to keep us updated with any changes that may be needed for your child’s file.  You can 

make changes to your (and your child’s) information via your Arbor account.  Alternatively, you can inform 

the school office admin.bottesfordjuniors@northlincs.gov.uk  

Childcare:  
 Here are the details for the wraparound providers that serve our local schools.  

 After Bell Club - 07505675454  

 Little Imps - 01724 761316  

 Emma Cobb - 07812 567 594  

 Natalie Watson - 07738 015 976  

 

Dates for your diary so far (subject to change if the need arises):  

Sunday 22nd March - Junior Park Run meet up 
Monday 23rd March – No Uniform Day in exchange for a chocolate donation towards the Easter Raffle. 
Monday 23rd March – Easter Raffle sales open until 1st April. 
Monday 23rd March – Group 3 Bikeability AM only 
Tuesday 24th March – Group 3 Bikeability AM only 
Wednesday 25th March – Group 3 Bikeability AM only 
Thursday 26th March – Scunthorpe Concert Band Evening with Mr Robson and Choir. 
Thursday 26th March - Group 4 Bikeability all day 
Friday 27th March - Group 4 Bikeability all day 
Friday 27th March – 5D Forest School 
Wednesday 1st April – Easter Raffle drawn 
Wednesday 1st April – Swimming Gala 
Thursday 2nd April – School closes for Easter holidays 
Tuesday 21st April – School re opens 
 
Rachel Busby 
Executive Headteacher 
Bottesford Schools Federation  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65f1b048133c22b8eecd38f7/Working_together_to_imp%20rove_school_attendance__applies_from_19_August_2024_.pdf
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